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We are pleased to announce that former Academic Director Nicole Carter, has returned 
to Santiam Crossing and has taken a position as Campus Therapist. 
 
Carter left Santiam Crossing a couple of years ago to further her education.  
 
She obtained a master's degree in Social Work from Portland State University and since 
then has worked supervising a therapeutic classroom team, providing family clinical 
care coordination, and working with students to address mental health and education 
needs. She has also done couples and family counseling, including crisis intervention.  
 
In addition, Nicole worked in the Portland Public Schools providing individual, family and 
group counseling for adolescents.  
 
In addition to her degree in Social Work, Nicole holds a master's in Education from 
Brown University and completed her undergraduate work at Smith College.  
 
 
 



"It is wonderful to have Nicole back on campus. When she was our Academic Director 
her connection and rapport with the students was excellent and she was a valued 
faculty member. Now with her education in Social Work and her experience as a 
therapist we couldn't be happier to have her back on our team," said Program Director 
Kirsen Rostad. 
 
About Santiam Crossing School: 
Santiam Crossing is a therapeutic boarding school for struggling adolescents ages 13 to 
18 that have completed a therapeutic wilderness program. The school offers academic 
credit recovery, is clinically intensive, has a strong family component, and an outdoor 
adventure curriculum. The average length of stay of students is seven months.  
 
Learn more about Santiam Crossing at http://www.santiamcrossing.com or call our toll 
free number - 800-390-3983.  
 
Santiam Crossing is operated by Catherine Freer Wilderness Therapy Programs, who 
have been offering therapeutic wilderness expeditions for adolescents for more than 20 
years. Learn more at: http://www.cfreer.com 

          


